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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY
NEWARK VICINAGE

STACY ZEIDERS and CALVIN WESTLUND,
on behalf of themselves and all others similarly
situated,

Plaintiffs,
V.

VOLKSWAGEN GROUP OFAMERICA, INC.,

Defendant.

MARIA LYDIA MARTINEZ, on behalf of
herself and all others similarly situated,

Plaintiff,
V.
VOLKSWAGEN GROUP OFAMERICA, INC.,

Defendant.

SCOTT WORTHINGTON, on behalf of himself
and all others similarly situated,

Plaintiff,
V.

VOLKSWAGEN GROUP OF AMERICA, INC.,
a New Jersey Corporation, d/b/a VOLKSWAGEN
OF AMERICA, INC., and VOLKSWAGEN AG,
a German Corporation,

Defendants.

Case No. 2:24-cv-11197-BRM-JSA

CLASS ACTION

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

Case No. 2:25-cv-00191-SDW-JRA

CLASS ACTION

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

Case No. 2:25-cv-00832-BRM-JSA

CLASS ACTION

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

—PROPOSED}IORDER GRANTING PLAINTIFFS’ UNOPPOSED MOTION TO
CONSOLIDATE CASES AND APPOINT INTERIM CO-LEAD CLASS COUNSEL
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This matter, having come before the Court on Plaintiffs unopposed Motion to Consolidate
Cases and Appoint Interim Class Counsel, the Court having reviewed the motion and all supporting
materials, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Motion is GRANTED.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:

1. Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 42(a), the above-captioned three related actions
(“Related Actions”) are consolidated for all purposes (the “Consolidated Action”). This Order shall
apply to the Consolidated Action and to any other related case in this Court that becomes
consolidated with the Consolidated Action.

2. All papers filed in the Consolidated Action shall be filed under Case No. 2:24-cv-
11197-BRM-JSA, which shall be the docket for the Consolidated Action. And Martinez v.
Volkswagen Group of America, Inc., Case No. 2:25-cv-00191 (D.N.J.) (the “Martinez Action”),
and Worthington v. Volkswagen Group of America, Inc., et al., Case No. 2:25-cv-00832 (D.N.J.)
(the “Worthington Action”) should be administratively terminated.

3. All papers previously filed and served to date in the Related Actions are deemed
part of the record in the Consolidated Action.

4. Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(g), the Court hereby appoints Benjamin F. Johns of
Shub Johns & Holbrook LLP, Matt Schelkopf of Sauder Schelkopf and Sergei Lemberg of
Lemberg Law, LLC, as Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel to act on behalf of the Plaintiffs and the
class members in the Consolidated Action, with the responsibilities set forth below:

a. Determine and present (in briefs, oral argument, or such other fashion as
may be appropriate, personally or by a designee) to the Court and opposing
parties the position of the Plaintiffs on all matters arising during pretrial
proceedings;

b. Coordinate the initiation and conduct of discovery on behalf of Plaintiffs

and the putative class consistent with the requirements of the Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure;
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c. Convene meetings amongst counsel;
d. Conduct settlement negotiations on behalf of Plaintiffs and the putative
class(es);
e. Delegate specific tasks to certain Plaintiffs’ counsel in a manner to ensure

that pretrial preparation for Plaintiffs and the putative class(es) is conducted
efficiently and effectively;

f. Negotiate and enter into stipulations with opposing counsel as necessary for
the conduct and efficient advancement of the litigation;

g. Monitor the activities of all Plaintiffs’ counsel to ensure that schedules are
being met and unnecessary expenditures of time and funds are avoided;

h. Perform such other duties as may be incidental to the proper coordination
of Plaintiffs’ pretrial activities or authorized by further order of this Court;

1. Serve as the primary contact for communications between the Court and
other Plaintiffs’ counsel;

] Ensure that all notices, orders, and material communications are properly
distributed (to the extent that they are not otherwise served on Plaintiffs’

counsel via the Court’s electronic filing system);

k. Communicate with Defense counsel as necessary to promote the efficient
advancement of this litigation;

5. Any additional plaintiffs’ counsel who files a related action that is consolidated
with the Consolidated Action will not do any work in this litigation except at the direction of
Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel. No motion, request for discovery, or other pretrial proceedings
shall be initiated or filed by any Plaintiff except through Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel and no
other Plaintiffs’ counsel or firm shall be authorized to perform any work in the case without the
express authorization of Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel.

6. Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel shall have sole authority to communicate with

Defendants’ counsel and the Court on behalf of any Plaintiff unless that authority is expressly
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delegated to other counsel. Defendants’ counsel may rely on all agreements made with Interim
Co-Lead Class Counsel, and such agreements shall be binding on all other Plaintiffs’ counsel.

7. This Order shall apply to the Consolidated Action, and any other action that is
subsequently consolidated into the Consolidated Action.

8. Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel must serve a copy of this Order and all future orders
promptly by overnight delivery service, facsimile, or other expeditious electronic means on
counsel for Plaintiffs in any related action to the extent that Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel are
aware of any such action(s) and on all attorneys for Plaintiffs whose cases may subsequently be
consolidated with the above actions but who have not yet registered for ECF.

0. Defendant shall not be required to respond to the original complaints in these three
Related Actions and any such deadlines are hereby extinguished. Plaintiffs in the Consolidated
Action shall file an operative, consolidated amended complaint within thirty (30) days of this
Order, which consolidated amended complaint shall supersede the prior complaints in the Related
Actions.

10. The parties will meet and confer at a mutually agreeable time regarding the deadline
for responding to the consolidated amended complaint including an agreed briefing schedule for
any motion to dismiss said consolidated pleading, and to the extent the Parties reach agreement,
submit a Stipulation to that effect to the Court.

SO ORDERED.

Dated:  February 11 . 2025 /s/ Jessica S. Allen

Honorable Jessica S. Allen
United States Magistrate Judge



